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Diyala appeared with its dark cultivation; and we came
to the neck at Baquba, and so between the two rivers,
over Khan Beni Said, until Hinaidi came in sight.
The thing that impressed me most about the trip was
the astounding change between the plains of Baghdad
and the mountains; and only between two to three
hours apart by air!

TRIP  TO   EGYPT TO   FETCH   BACK   SECRETARIES  OF
STATE   TO   IRAQ   (MARCH,    19^^)

Hinaidi to Ramadi. Trip to Heliopolis to fetch back
the Secretaries of State. We started off in beautiful
weather; and it was a nice sunny morning as we taxied
out to the bund. Embry, on J 7143, the Ambulance,1
Summers and Maitland came with me. I arranged to
stick with Embry, as he had no wireless* As we left
Baghdad behind us I noticed for the first time, I think,
the sun shining on the golden cupolas and minarets of
the mosque at Kadimain up the Tigris.

Ramadi to L.G* D. We had a tremendously long
and exhausting trip. It was fairly fine when we started;
blue sky and high cloud, with variegated formations of
cirrus. Beyond L.G. V alto-clouds began to appear.
Here Summers and Maitland drew ahead, and left
Embry and me* As we were passing Z.G, VI I saw
rather a wonderful sight in the way of clouds. There
was to the north an enormous lenticular patch of very
high white alto-cumulus, which threw a dark-blue
shadow on the desert, an exact image of itself. As
we passed out from the "Kingdom of What Wasn't"
on to the "Upland of the Winds" the weather turned
stiflingly hot, and a sort of dusty haze developed with
1 Yemen specially fitted up as an ambulance aeroplane.